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1
OPTICAL POLARIZATION MULTIPLEXING
USING LASER ARRAYS

BACKGROUND

Optical data rate connectivity, such as in computer sys-
tems, is constantly increasing to meet consumer demands for
increased bandwidth. As an example, optical data rate con-
nectivity may be required in the future to achieve bandwidths
in the Terahertz range.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of an optical data system.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of an optical polarization
multiplexing system.

FIG. 3 illustrates another example of an optical polariza-
tion multiplexing system.

FIG. 4 illustrates yet another example of an optical polar-
ization multiplexing system.

FIG. 5 illustrates yet a further example of an optical polar-
ization multiplexing system.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example of an optical polarization
demultiplexing system.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating an example of a
method for multiplexing optical signals.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of an optical data system 10.
The optical data system 10 can be incorporated in any of a
variety of computer systems to transfer data, such as across a
backplane of a computer system. As one example, the optical
data system can be implemented as an optical transmission
system for sending data as optical signals across an optical
backplane (e.g., a waveguide) of a computer system. The
optical data system 10 includes an integrated package 12,
such as can be configured as a chip and mounted on a com-
puter motherboard.

The integrated package 12 includes a laser array 14. In the
example of FIG. 1, the laser array 14 includes a plurality of
pairs of lasers. The array of lasers 16, with each pair of lasers
including a first laser 16 and a second laser 18, for a total of N
lasers in the laser array 14. A set of data modulation signals D,
through Dy, are provided to modulate lasers in the array 14
within the integrated package 12, where N is a positive even
integer greater than two. As an example, the data modulation
signals D, through D, can each be individual radio frequency
(RF) data signals for transmission of separate data channels.
The array of lasers provide optical signals based on the data
modulation signals D, through D,. An optical multiplexing
system 20 is configured to implement polarization multiplex-
ing of each respective pair of orthogonally polarized optical
datasignals OPT ,and OPT . That s, the optical multiplexing
system 20 combines each of the pairs of optical signals OPT,
and OPTy to generate a dual-channel optical data signal
OPT/x

The orthogonally polarized optical data signals OPT - and
OPT - can be generated in a variety of ways. In the example of
FIG. 1, the array of lasers 14 includes respective pairs of
lasers 16 and 18 that emit the orthogonally polarized optical
signals OPT yand OPT . Each of the first lasers 16 in the array
14 are demonstrated as providing an optical data signal OPT
in response to a respective one of a set of data modulation
signals D, through D,,. The optical data signals OPT have a
first polarization state. Similarly, each of the second lasers 18
emit an optical data signal OPT in response to one of the data
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modulation signals D, through D,, which have a second
polarization state that is orthogonal to the first polarization
state.

As another example, the first and second lasers 16 and 18
can be configured to generate the optical data signals as
having the same polarization states. An interposed half-wave
plate can be configured to rotate the polarization of the optical
data signals from one of the first and second lasers 16 and 18
by 90°. In addition, because the data modulation signals D,
through D,, can be provided as distinct channel signals, the
optical signals OPT, and OPT; can all likewise represent
distinct data channels with respect to each other.

The laser array 14 can be any of a variety of differently
sized single arrays or it can be implemented using multiple
arrays of lasers. For instance, the laser array 14 can be con-
figured as a single two-dimensional array of lasers or multiple
one-dimensional arrays of lasers that are arranged in the same
plane or at different planes in three-dimensional space, such
as orthogonally with respect to each other.

Each ofthe lasers 16 and 18 can be configured as a variety
of different kinds of lasers. As an example, the lasers 16 and
18 can be configured as surface emitting lasers, such as ver-
tical cavity surface emitting lasers (VCSELSs), such that the
laser array is implemented as an array of VCSELs. Alterna-
tively, the lasers 16 and 18 can be implemented as distributed
feedback (DFB) lasers, such as surface emitting DFB lasers.
Furthermore, the one or more arrays of the lasers 16 and 18
that constitute the laser array 14 can be arranged on the same
substrate, or each array itself is arranged on the same sub-
strate which is separate from the substrate for one or more
other arrays. This arrangement of lasers 16 and 18 in the array
14 can implement low-cost lasers that occupy a small physi-
cal space, such as can be manufactured for use in a confined
space in an associated computer system.

The optical multiplexing system 20 provides the dual-
channel optical data signals OPT,,,, to respective optical
transmission media 22. The transmission media can be con-
figured as a waveguide, an optical fiber or as a hollow-metal
waveguide or as a solid planar waveguide. The dual-channel
optical data signals OPT),, ., and thus the optical transmis-
sion media 22 are demonstrated in the example of FIG. 1 as
numbering 1 through N/2, and thus numbering half ofthe data
modulation signals D, through D,,. The polarization multi-
plexing ofthe optical data signals OPT yand OPT - to generate
the dual-channel optical data signals OPT), . ;-can thus result
in a significant cost and space reduction, as opposed to sepa-
rate optical transmission of each of the optical signals OPT,,
and OPT . individually.

The optical multiplexing system 20 can be configured in a
variety of ways. For example, the optical multiplexing system
20 can include a set of optical components that are configured
to combine each pair of the optical data signals OPT - and
OPT),, such that they propagate substantially collinearly as
the dual-channel optical data signals OPT,, . As one
example, the optical multiplexing system 20 can include one
ormore polarization beam combiner that is configured to pass
one ofthe optical signals OPT yand OPT ;.and reflect the other
of the optical signals OPT, and OPT,. As another example,
the optical polarization multiplexing system 10 can include a
birefringent crystal that is configured to combine the optical
data signals OPT,, and OPT}, based on causing a predeter-
mined walk-off of one of the optical data signals OPT, and
OPT through the birefringent crystal. Thus, as described
herein, the optical polarization multiplexing system 10 can be
configured in a variety of ways.

In the example of FIG. 1, the optical polarization multi-
plexing system 20 can receive the optical signal directly from
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one or more arrays of lasers 14, such that no intervening
optical waveguides (e.g., fiber) and associated optical cou-
plers are required. Such an approach allows the components
of the system to be fabricated in the integrated package 12
with acommon substrate (e.g., silicon) and dimensioned to be
about equal to or less than one cm®.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of an optical polarization
multiplexing system 50. The optical polarization multiplex-
ing system 50 can be configured as the optical polarization
multiplexing system 20 in the example of FIG. 1. Therefore,
reference can be made to the example of FIG. 1 in the follow-
ing description of the example of FIG. 2.

The optical polarization multiplexing system 50 includes a
first lens 52 configured to substantially collimate a first opti-
cal data signal OPT} that is generated by a first laser 54.
Similarly, the optical polarization multiplexing system 50
includes a second lens 56 configured to substantially colli-
mate the second optical data signal OPT ,-that is generated by
a second laser 58. As an example, the first and second lasers
54 and 58 can correspond to one of each of the first and second
lasers 16 and 18, respectively, in the example of FIG. 1, such
that the optical signals have orthogonal polarization. For
example, the first and second lasers 54 and 58 can be config-
ured as surface emitting lasers, such as VCSELs, which can
be one of a plurality of lasers in separate respective one-
dimensional arrays of lasers (e.g., extending in a direction
through the page). In the example of FIG. 2, the first and
second lasers 54 and 58 are arranged at an orthogonal angle
with respect to each other.

The optical polarization multiplexing system 50 includes a
polarizing beam combiner 60. In the example of FIG. 2, the
polarizing beam combiner 60 comprises a substantially pla-
nar filter arranged at an approximate 45° angle in the optical
path of both of the optical signals OPT, and OPT,. As dem-
onstrated in the example of FIG. 2, the polarizing beam com-
biner 60 is configured to pass the optical data signal OPTy
therethrough and to reflect the optical data signal OPTj.
Therefore, the polarizing beam combiner 60 allows the opti-
cal data signals OPT, and OPT, to propagate substantially
collinearly. Accordingly, the optical data signals OPT, and
OPT, are polarization multiplexed to generate the corre-
sponding dual-channel optical signal OPT, . The dual-
channel optical signal OPT, ;- can then be launched into an
optical transmission media (e.g., one of the media 22 of FIG.
1), such as an optical fiber, hollow-metal waveguide, or solid
planar waveguide.

In the example where each of the lasers 54 and 56 is
implemented as an array of lasers (e.g., a VCSEL array), the
polarizing beam combiner 60 can be implemented as an elon-
gated single planar filter that extends commensurate with the
length ofthe laser arrays for combining respective pairs of the
orthogonally polarized optical data signals.

FIG. 3 illustrates another example of an optical polariza-
tion multiplexing system 100. The optical polarization mul-
tiplexing system 100 can be configured as the optical polar-
ization multiplexing system 10 in the example of FIG. 1.
Therefore, reference can be made to the example of FIG. 1 in
the following description of the example of FIG. 3.

The optical polarization multiplexing system 100 includes
a first lens 102 configured to substantially collimate a first
optical data signal OPTy, thatis generated by a first laser 104.
Similarly, the optical polarization multiplexing system 100
includes a second lens 106 configured to substantially colli-
mate a second optical data signal OPT, that is generated by
asecond laser 108. As one example, the firstand second lasers
104 and 108 can each be configured to generate separately
modulated optical data signals OPTy, and OPT,, that have
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the same polarization. In the example of FIG. 2, the first and
second lasers 104 and 108 are arranged substantially parallel
with respect to each other. For instance, the first and second
lasers 104 and 108 can be configured as surface emitting
lasers, such as VCSELs, that are each one of a plurality of
lasers in a two-dimensional array of lasers (e.g., a 2x12 array
of'lasers in the direction of the page), which can reside on the
same substrate.

In the example of FIG. 3, the optical polarization multi-
plexing system 100 includes a polarization rotating structure
(e.g., a half-wave plate) 110 in the optical path of the second
optical data signal OPT 4. The polarization rotating structure
110 can be configured to rotate the polarization of the second
optical data signal OPT,,, emitted from the second laser 108
to generate an optical data signal OPT-having an orthogonal
polarization relative to the first optical signal OPT,, emitted
from the first laser 104. Alternatively, the polarization rotat-
ing structure 110 may be omitted from the optical polariza-
tion multiplexing system 100, such that the second laser 108
generates the optical signal OPT , directly, similar to the sec-
ond laser 58 in the example of FIG. 2.

The optical polarization multiplexing system 100 includes
a mirror 112 and a polarizing beam combiner 114, such as a
filter. In the example of FIG. 3, the mirror 112 is arranged at
anapproximate 45° angle in the optical path of the first optical
data signal OPT, to reflect the first optical data signal OPT
in an orthogonal direction. Similarly, polarizing beam com-
biner 114 is arranged at an approximate 45° angle in the
optical path of the optical data signal OPT,. Thus, in the
example of FIG. 3, the polarizing beam combiner 114 is
configured to pass the first optical data signal OPT,, there-
through, after being reflected from the mirror 112, and to
reflect the second optical data signal OPT,. Therefore, the
polarizing beam combiner 114 combines the optical data
signals OPT, and OPT, to propagate substantially col-
linearly. That is, the optical data signals OPT - and OPT are
polarization multiplexed to generate the dual-channel optical
signal OPT, 1~ The dual-channel optical signal OPT, ;, ,-can
then be launched into one of the optical transmission media
22, such as an optical fiber, hollow-metal waveguide, or any
other waveguide structure.

FIG. 4 illustrates yet another example of an optical polar-
ization multiplexing system 150. The optical polarization
multiplexing system 150 can be configured as the optical
polarization multiplexing system 10 in the example of FIG. 1.
Therefore, reference is to be made to the example of FIG. 1in
the following description of the example of FIG. 4.

The optical polarization multiplexing system 150 includes
a first lens 152 configured to substantially collimate a first
optical data signal OPTy, thatis generated by a first laser 154.
Similarly, the optical polarization multiplexing system 150
includes a second lens 156 configured to substantially colli-
mate a second optical data signal OPTy, that is generated by
asecond laser 158. As an example, the first and second lasers
154 and 158 can each be configured to generate separately
modulated optical data signals OPT,, and OPT,, that have
the same polarization. In the example of FIG. 4, the first and
second lasers 154 and 158 are arranged substantially parallel
with respect to each other. For example, the first and second
lasers 154 and 158 can be configured as surface emitting
lasers, such as VCSELs, that are each one of a plurality of
lasers in a two-dimensional array of lasers (e.g., a 2x12 array
of'lasers in the direction of the page), and can be arranged on
the same substrate.

In the example of FIG. 4, the optical polarization multi-
plexing system 150 includes a solid optical medium 160 that
is oriented at an angle 6 with respect to the lasers 154 and 158.
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The solid optical medium 160 can be implemented as any
solid material having an optical transmissivity that is less than
about 1 dB of propagation loss. Examples of solid optical
medium include glass and plastic materials.

In the example of FIG. 4, a polarization rotating structure
162 and a polarizing beam combiner 164 are each coupled to
afirst surface 166 ofthe optical medium 160. For instance, the
polarization rotating structure 162 can be implemented as a
half-wave plate is arranged in the optical path of the second
optical data signal OPT,, and is configured to rotate the
polarization of the second optical data signal OPT , emitted
from the second laser 158. The polarization rotating structure
162 thus provides an optical data signal OPT, having an
orthogonal polarization relative to the first optical data signal
OPT,, emitted from the first laser 154. Alternatively, the
polarization rotating structure 162 may be omitted from the
optical polarization multiplexing system 150, and the second
laser 158 can be configured with the orthogonally polarized
optical signal OPT , directly, similar to the second laser 58 in
the example of FIG. 2.

The polarizing beam combiner 164 is arranged in the opti-
cal path of the first optical signal OPT, and is configured to
pass the first optical signal OPTy, therethrough. Upon pass-
ing through the respective polarizing beam combiner 164 and
polarization rotating structure 162, the optical data signals
OPT, and OPT are each refracted at the first surface 166 of
the solid optical medium 160. The optical data signal OPT},
upon propagating through the solid optical medium 160, is
reflected from a mirror 168 that is coupled to a second surface
170 of the optical medium 160. The angle 8 can be configured
such that the optical data signal OPT} is reflected from the
mirror 168 to the polarizing beam combiner 164, which can
be configured to likewise reflect the optical data signal OPTj.
That is, the polarizing beam combiner 164 can be configured
to pass the first optical signal OPT , through but to reflect the
orthogonally polarized second optical signal OPT,, such as
can be based on polarization and/or wavelength. In this way,
the optical data signals OPT - and OPT; propagate substan-
tially collinearly through the solid optical medium 160 such
that they are polarization multiplexed to provide the dual-
channel optical signal OPT, . The dual-channel optical
signal OPT, .- propagates from the polarizing beam com-
biner 164 to a second surface of the solid optical medium 160.
The dual-channel optical signal OPT, - can refract upon
exiting the second surface 170 of the solid optical medium
160. The dual-channel optical signal OPT, - can then be
launched into an optical transmission media (e.g., one of the
media 22), such as an optical fiber or hollow-metal
waveguide, via a lens 172.

FIG. 5 illustrates yet another example of an optical polar-
ization multiplexing system 200. The optical polarization
multiplexing system 200 can be configured as the optical
polarization multiplexing system 10 in the example of FIG. 1.
Therefore, reference can be made to the example of FIG. 1 in
the following description of the example of FIG. 5 for addi-
tional context.

The optical polarization multiplexing system 200 includes
a first laser 202 configured to generate a first optical data
signal OPT, and a second laser 204 configured to generate a
second optical data signal OPT . As an example, the firstand
second lasers 202 and 204 can each be configured to generate
separately modulated optical data signals OPT, and OPT,,
that have the same polarization state. In the example of FIG.
5, the first and second lasers 202 and 204 are arranged sub-
stantially parallel with respect to each other as part of a
two-dimensional array on the same substrate 206. For
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example, the first and second lasers 202 and 204 can be
configured as surface emitting lasers, such as VCSELs.

In the example of FIG. 5, the optical polarization multi-
plexing system 200 includes a birefringent (i.e., walk-off)
crystal 208 that is configured to combine the optical data
signals OPT, and OPT, based on a spatial walk-off of one
of the optical data signals through the birefringent crystal
where the walk-off depends on the polarization states of the
respective signal. For instance, the polarization state for each
of'the optical data signals from the lasers 202 and 204 can be
controlled by employing polarization control of laser arrays
or by employing a polarization rotating structure (e.g., a half-
wave plate) to orthogonally rotate the polarization state of one
of each pair of optical data signals.

In the example of FIG. 5, the birefringent crystal 208
includes a polarization rotating structure (e.g., a half-wave
plate) 210 and a spacer 212 that are each coupled to a first
surface 214 of the birefringent crystal 208. For instance, the
spacer can be a glass spacer or be formed of another solid
optical medium. The polarization rotating structure 210 is
arranged in the optical path of the second optical data signal
OPT,, and the spacer 212 is arranged in the optical path of the
first optical data signal OPT,. The first and second optical
data signals OPTy, and OPT,, are emitted from the first and
second lasers 202 and 204, respectively, and provided directly
(e.g., without intervening waveguide or couplers) to a lens
array 216 that is coupled to polarization rotating structure 210
and the spacer 212. The lens array is configured to collimate
the first and second optical data signals OPT,, and OPT,,
onto the respective spacer 212 and polarization rotating struc-
ture. The spacer 212 has substantially no effect on the first
optical data signal OPT y, but instead passes the signal unim-
peded to the birefringent crystal 208. The polarization rotat-
ing structure 210 rotates the polarization of the second optical
data signal OPT,, to generate an optical data signal OPT,,
having an orthogonal polarization state relative to the first
optical signal OPT . Alternatively, the polarization rotating
structure 210 may be omitted from the optical polarization
multiplexing system 200, and the second laser 204 can be
configured to generate the optical signal OPT directly, simi-
lar to the second laser 58 in the example of FIG. 2.

The birefringent crystal 208 can be configured to spatially
walk-off the first optical data signal OPT,, and to pass the
optical data signal OPT,-with substantially no effect based on
the respective polarizations of the optical data signals OPT,
and OPT. In the example of FIG. 5, upon passing through the
polarization rotating structure 210, the optical data signal
OPT passes through the birefringent crystal 208 with sub-
stantially no effect, such that the optical data signal OPT;
propagates straight through the birefringent crystal 208.
However, upon passing through the spacer 212, the first opti-
cal data signal OPTy, spatially walks-off through the bire-
fringent crystal 208. The thickness of the birefringent crystal
208 can be selected based on the angle of spatial walk-off of
the first optical data signal OPT, such that the spatial walk-
off of the first optical data signal OPT y, can occur at approxi-
mately the same location as the propagation of the optical data
signal OPT ,through the second surface 218. Thus, the optical
data signals OPT,, and OPT; propagate substantially col-
linearly from the second surface 218 of the birefringent crys-
tal 208. Accordingly, the optical data signals OPT,, and
OPT j-are polarization multiplexed to generate the dual-chan-
nel optical signal OPT, .. The dual-channel optical signal
OPT, ;- can then be launched into one of the optical trans-
mission media 22, such as an optical fiber or hollow-metal
waveguide, via another lens array 220 coupled to the second
surface 218 of the birefingent crystal 208.
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As a further example, the birefringent crystal 208 can be
configured as an anisotropic optical medium configured to
cause optical signals having an extraordinary polarization
state (e.g., in the x-direction) to spatially walk-off at a prede-
termined angle from the incident angle. In contrast, the other
optical signal (e.g., having an ordinary polarization in the
y-direction) does not experience walk-off. Thus, in the
example of FIG. 5, the optical data signal OPT,, experience
walk-off at a predetermined angle from the first surface 214 to
the second surface 218. In contrast, the optical data signal
OPT}, passes through with substantially no walk-off.

For example, upon passing through the polarization rotat-
ing structure 210, the optical data signal OPT,, passes
through the birefringent crystal 208 with substantially no
spatial walk-off effect, such that the optical data signal OPT -,
can propagate straight through the birefringent crystal 208.
However, upon passing through the spacer 212, the orthogo-
nally polarized optical data signal OPT,, walks-off at both
the first surface 214 and the second surface 218 of the bire-
fringent crystal 208, such that the orthogonally polarized
optical signals are multiplexed together.

The thickness of the birefringent crystal 208 can be
selected based on the walk-off of the optical data signal
OPT . In this way, the pair of optical data signals OPT ., and
OPT,, propagate substantially collinearly from the second
surface 218 of the birefringent crystal 208 as OPT,
Accordingly, upon exiting a lens array 220 coupled to the
second surface 218 of the birefringent crystal 208, the pair of
optical data signals OPT, and OPT}, are polarization mul-
tiplexed to generate dual-channel optical signal OPT, ;-
The respective signals OPTy, and OPT;, may have the same
wavelength or they may have different wavelengths.

By way of further example, each of the optical polarization
multiplexing systems 50, 100, 150, and 200 can be imple-
mented in the integrated package 12. In such a construction,
optical components of each optical polarization multiplexing
system 50, 100, 150, and 200 can be configured as a single
device. Additionally, in the context of the example of FIG. 1,
each ofthe lasers 16 and lasers 18 can be implemented in one
or more arrays of lasers 14, which may also be within the
integrated package 12. For instance, the polarizing beam
combiners 60, 114, and 164, the solid optical medium 160, the
polarization rotating structures 110, 162, and 210, and the
birefringent crystal 208 can each be respectively fabricated as
a single optical device having dimensions to implement the
polarization multiplexing for all of the respective lasers 16
and 18 in the laser array 14. As a result, the integrated package
12 of the optical data system 10 can be fabricated at a lower
cost relative to other approaches.

It will be appreciated that the examples of FIGS. 1 through
5 are shown for source sides configured for transmitting opti-
cal data signals. It will be understood that corresponding
receivers can be implemented with substantially similars con-
struction. The corresponding transmitters and receivers can
be optically coupled through one or more optical transmis-
sion media (e.g., waveguides, such as optical fibers), such as
to form an optical communication system. This further allows
cost savings since higher volumes of transmitter and receiver
devices can be fabricated from a common design.

As one example, FIG. 6 illustrates an optical polarization
demultiplexing system 250, which is similar in construction
to the optical polarization multiplexing system 50 of FIG. 3.
The optical polarization demultiplexing system 250 can be
implemented at a destination device or processor, such as on
a backplane of an associated computer system. As an
example, the optical polarization demultiplexing system 250
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can be located at an optical receiver, such as on a distal end of
the optical transmission media 22 in the example of FIG. 1.

The optical polarization multiplexing system 250 includes
a mirror 252 and a polarizing beam splitter 254. In the
example of FIG. 6, the polarizing beam splitter 254 is
arranged at an approximate 45° angle in the optical path of the
dual-channel optical signal OPT,, . Thus, the polarizing
beam splitter 254 is configured to separate the dual-channel
optical signal OPT, - into the orthogonally polarized opti-
cal data signals OPT, and OPT}. For instance, the polariza-
tion beam splitter 254 is configured to pass the optical data
signal OPT , therethrough and to reflect the optical data signal
OPT in an orthogonal direction. Therefore, the polarizing
beam splitter 254 demultiplexes the dual-channel optical sig-
nal OPT, - into component optical data signals OPT, and
OPT,. The mirror 252 is likewise arranged at an approximate
45° angle in the optical path of the optical data signal OPT}.
Thus, after passing through the polarizing beam splitter 254,
the mirror 252 reflects the optical data signal OPT 5 orthogo-
nally.

A set of lenses 256 focuses each of the optical data signals
OPT,, and OPT}, for receipt by a respective pair of photo-
diodes 258. The photodiodes 258 are thus configured to con-
vert the optical data signals OPT ;- and OPT, into respective
electrical data signals EL ,-and EL,. The photodiodes 258 can
provide electrical data signals EL ;-and EL , to circuitry (e.g.,
including a signal processor) 260 that is configured to process
the electrical data signals EL, and EL;. For instance, the
circuitry can include circuitry configured to remove any
polarization crosstalk between the electrical data signals EL 5
and EL ;. The circuitry 260 outputs the electrical data signals
EL, and EL; as separate processed electrical data signals
SIGNAL A and SIGNAL B.

In view of the foregoing structural and functional features
described above, an example method will be better appreci-
ated with reference to FIG. 7. While, for purposes of simplic-
ity of explanation, the method of FIG. 7 is shown and
described as executing serially, it is to be understood and
appreciated that the method is not limited by the illustrated
order, as some parts of the method could occur in different
orders and/or concurrently from that shown and described
herein.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a method 300 for multi-
plexing optical signals. At 302, an array of surface-emitting
lasers (e.g., laser array 14 of FIG. 1) is modulated to generate
a plurality of optical data signals. At 304, each of a plurality
of pairs of the plurality of optical data signals are orthogo-
nally polarized (e.g., as generated by lasers 16 and 18 of F1G.
1 or by one or more polarization rotating structures 110 of
FIG. 3) to generate a plurality of pairs of orthogonally polar-
ized optical data signals. At 306, each of the pairs of orthogo-
nally polarized optical data signals are combined (e.g., by the
optical polarization multiplexing system 20 of FIG. 1) to
generate a plurality of dual-channel optical data signals.

What have been described above are examples. It is, of
course, not possible to describe every conceivable combina-
tion of components or methodologies, but one of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize that many further combinations
and permutations are possible. Accordingly, the invention is
intended to embrace all such alterations, modifications, and
variations that fall within the scope of this application, includ-
ing the appended claims. Additionally, where the disclosure
or claims recite “a,” “an,” “a first,” or “another” element, or
the equivalent thereof, it should be interpreted to include one
or more than one such element, neither requiring nor exclud-
ing two or more such elements.
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What is claimed is:

1. An optical data system comprising:

an array of lasers that are modulated by a plurality of

modulation signals to provide respective pairs of

orthogonally polarized optical data signals; and

an optical multiplexing system to combine each of the

respective pairs of orthogonally polarized optical data

signals to provide a plurality of corresponding dual-
channel optical data signals, the optical multiplexing
system comprising:

a polarizing beam combiner to pass a first optical data
signal of each of the pairs of orthogonally polarized
optical data signals having a first polarization state
and to reflect a second optical data signal of each of
the pairs of orthogonally polarized optical data sig-
nals having a second polarization state which is
orthogonal to the first polarization state; and

a solid optical medium comprising a first surface to
which the polarizing beam combiner is coupled, the
solid optical medium being oriented at an angel with
respect to the respective pairs of orthogonally polar-
ized optical data signals based on the refractive index
of the solid optical medium, such that each signal of
the respective pairs of orthogonally polarized optical
data signals propagates through the solid optical
medium at a refracted angle selected to combine each
of' the respective pairs of orthogonally polarized opti-
cal data signals at the polarizing beam combiner by
reflecting the second optical data signal from a mirror
coupled to a second surface of the solid optical
medium spaced apart from and opposite the first sur-
face and by reflecting the second optical data signal
onto the polarizing beam combiner to combine
respective pairs of orthogonally polarized optical data
signals and provide the plurality of corresponding
dual-channel optical data signals.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the optical multiplexing
system comprises a birefringent crystal to receive each of the
pairs of orthogonally polarized optical data signals at a first
surface and to combine each of the respective pairs of
orthogonally polarized optical data signals by causing a first
signal of each of the pairs of orthogonally polarized optical
data signals to walk-off at the first surface and a second
surface spaced apart from and opposite the first surface.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the array of lasers com-
prises an array of vertical cavity surface-emitting lasers (VC-
SELs) having a common substrate, the array being one of a
one-dimensional array or a two-dimensional array.

4. The system of claim 1, further comprising a polarization
rotating structure to orthogonally polarize the first optical
data signal of each of plurality of pairs of optical data signals
emitted from the array oflasers to provide the respective pairs
of orthogonally polarized optical data signals.

5. The system of claim 1, further comprising an optical
demultiplexing system to receive the plurality of correspond-
ing dual-channel optical data signals via respective optical
transmission media that is connected between the optical
multiplexing system and the optical demultiplexing system,
wherein the optical demultiplexing system separates the plu-
rality of corresponding dual-channel optical data signals into
each of the pairs of orthogonally polarized optical data sig-
nals.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the optical transmission
media is a hollow metal waveguide to propagate the plurality
of corresponding dual-channel optical data signals.

7. The optical data system of claim 1, wherein the array of
lasers and the optical multiplexing system reside in an inte-
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grated package such that the optical multiplexing system
receives the respective pairs of orthogonally polarized optical
data signals directly.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the array of surface-
emitting lasers is one of a two-dimensional array and a plu-
rality of one-dimensional arrays.

9. A method for multiplexing optical signals, the method
comprising:

modulating an array of surface-emitting lasers to generate

aplurality of pairs of polarized optical data signals hav-
ing a first polarization state;

passing a first optical data signal of each of the pairs of

polarized optical data signals through a polarizing beam
combiner coupled to a first surface of a birefringent
crystal;

passing a second optical data signal of each of the pairs of

polarized optical data signals through a half-eave plate
coupled to the first surface of the birefringent crystal to
provide a second polarization state of the second optical
data signal of each of the pairs of polarized optical data
signals to provide the pairs of polarized optical data
signals as pairs of orthogonally polarized optical data
signals;

causing the first optical signal of the each of the pairs of

orthogonally polarized optical data signals to walk-off at
each of the first surface and a second surface of the
birefringent crystal that is spaced apart from and oppo-
site the first surface; and

reflecting the second optical data signal of each of the pairs

of orthogonally polarized optical data signals from the
second surface of the birefringent crystal and from the
polarizing beam combiner, such that the first optical
signal of the each of the pairs of orthogonally polarized
optical data signals combines with the second optical
signal of each of the pairs of orthogonally polarized
optical data signals at the polarizing beam combiner to
provide a plurality of corresponding dual-channel opti-
cal data signals.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the birefringent crystal
is oriented at an angle with respect to the plurality of pairs of
polarized optical data signals.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the angle is selected
such that each signal of the respective pairs of orthogonally
polarized optical data signals propagates through the solid
optical medium at a refracted angle selected to combine each
of the respective pairs of orthogonally polarized optical data
signals to provide the plurality of corresponding dual-channel
optical data signals.

12. The method of claim 9, further comprising propagating
the plurality of dual-channel optical data signals via a hollow
metal waveguide.

13. An integrated optical data transmission system com-
prising:

an array of surface-emitting lasers that are modulated by a

plurality of modulation signals to provide a plurality of
pairs of polarized optical data signals, wherein the array
of surface-emitting lasers is one of a two-dimensional
array or a two one-dimensional arrays having a common
substrate;

an optical multiplexing system to combine each of the pairs

of polarized optical data signals to provide the pair of
polarized optical data signals as pairs of orthogonally
polarized optical data signals, the optical multiplexing
system comprising a solid optical medium that is ori-
ented at an angle with respect to the plurality of pairs of
polarized optical data signals, to reflect a second optical
data signal from a mirror coupled to a first surface of the
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solid optical medium being spaced apart from and oppo-
site a second surface of the solid optical medium at
which the second optical data signal is combined with a
first optical data signal, wherein the angel is selected
such that each signal of the respective pairs of orthogo-
nally polarized optical data signals propagates through
the solid optical medium at a refracted angle selected to
combine each of the respective pairs of orthogonally
polarized optical data signals to provide a plurality of
corresponding dual-channel optical data signals; and

an optical demultiplexing system to receive the plurality of
dual-channel optical data signals via respective hollow
metal waveguides that are connected between the optical
multiplexing system and the optical demultiplexing sys-
tem.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the mirror comprises
apolarizing beam combiner to pass the first optical data signal
of each of the pairs of polarized optical data signals having a
first polarization state and to reflect the second optical data
signal of each of the pairs of polarized optical data signals
having a second polarization state that is orthogonal to the
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first polarization state such that the first optical data signal and
the second optical data signal in each of the pairs of orthogo-
nally polarized optical data signals are combined into the
plurality of dual-channel optical data signals.

15. The system of claim 13, wherein the solid optical
medium comprises a birefringent crystal to receive each of
the pairs of polarized optical data signals in a parallel arrange-
ment at the first surface and to combine each of the pairs of
orthogonally polarized optical data signals by causing the
first optical data signal of each of the pairs of orthogonally
polarized optical data signals to walk-off at the first surface
and at a second surface that is spaced apart from and opposite
the first surface, such that each of the pairs of orthogonally
polarized optical data signals are combined into the plurality
of dual-channel optical data signals.

16. The system of claim 13, wherein the optical demulti-
plexing system separates the plurality of corresponding dual-
channel optical data signals into each of the pairs of orthogo-
nally polarized optical data signals.

#* #* #* #* #*
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